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INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR AND RADIOLOGICAL EVENT SCALE (INES)

« Major release of radioactive material with widespread health and environmental

MAJOR ACCIDENT effects requiring implementation of planned and extended countermeasures.
LEVEL 7

« Significant release of radioactive material likely to require implementation of
SERIOUS ACCIDENT planned countermeasures.
LEVEL 6

« Limited release of radioactive material likely to require implementation of
ACCIDENT WITH WIDER some planned countermeasures.
CONSEQUENCES « Several deaths from radiation.
LEVEL 5 » Severe damage to reactor core.
« Release of large quantities of radioactive material within an installation with a
high probability of significant public exposure. This could arise from a major
criticality accident or fire.

» Minor problems with safety components with significant defence-in-depth
ANOMALY remaining.
LEVEL 1 « Overexposure of a member of the public in excess of statutory annual limits.
» Low activity lost or stolen radioactive source, device or transport package.

BELOW No safety significance
SCALE/ Level 0




